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Lesson #4 – Proverbs 
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INTRODUCTION: 

 J. I. Packer – Knowing God  
o Pg. 12 – Ignorance of God – ignorance both of His ways and of the practice of communion with 

Him – lies at the root of much of the church’s weakness today.  
o Pgs. 17-18 – On January 7, 1855, C. H. Spurgeon (when he was only 20 years old) opened his 

morning sermon as follows: 
 It has been said by someone that “the proper study of mankind is man.” I will not oppose 

the idea, but I believe it is equally true that the proper study of God’s elect is God; the 
proper study of a Christian is the Godhead. The highest science, the loftiest speculation, 
the mightiest philosophy, which can ever engage the attention of a child of God, is the 
name, the nature, the person, the work, the doings, and the existence of the great God 
whom he calls his Father.  

 There is something exceedingly improving to the mind in a contemplation of the Divinity. 
It is a subject so vast, that all our thoughts are lost in its immensity; so deep, that our 
pride is drowned in its infinity. Other subjects we can compass and grapple with; in them 
we feel a kind of self-content, and go our way with the thought, “Behold I am wise.” But 
when we come to this master science, finding that our plumbline cannot sound its depth, 
and that our eagle eye cannot see its height, we turn away with the thought that vain 
man would be wise, but he is like a wild ass’s colt; and with solemn exclamation, “I am 
but of yesterday, and know nothing.” No subject of contemplation will tend more to 
humble the mind, than thoughts of God. . . .  

 But while the subject humbles the mind, it also expands it. He who often thinks of God, 
will have a larger mind than the man who simply plods around this narrow globe. . . . The 
most excellent study for expanding the soul, is the science of Christ, and Him crucified, 
and the knowledge of the Godhead in the glorious Trinity. Nothing will so enlarge the 
intellect, nothing so magnify the whole soul of man, as a devout, earnest, continued 
investigation of the great subject of the Deity.  

 And, whilst humbling and expanding, this subject is eminently consolatory. Oh, there is, 
in contemplating Christ, a balm for ever wound; in musing on the Father, there is a 
quietus for every grief; and in the influence of the Holy Ghost, there is a balsam for every 
sore. Would you lose your sorrow? Would you drown your cares? Then go, plunge 
yourself in the Godhead’s deepest sea; be lost in His immensity; and you shall come 
forth as from a couch of rest, refreshed and invigorated. I know nothing which can so 
comfort the soul; so calm the swelling billows of sorrow and grief; so speak peace to the 
winds of trial, as a devout musing upon the subject of the Godhead. It is to that subject 
that I invite you this morning.  

o Pg. 19 – Disregard the study of God, and you sentence yourself to stumble and blunder through 
life blindfolded, as it were, with no sense of direction and no understanding of what surrounds 
you. This way you can waste your life and lose your soul.  

o Pg. 20 – Godliness means responding to God’s revelation in trust and obedience, faith and 
worship, prayer and praise, submission and service. Life must be seen and lived in the light of 
God’s Word. This, and nothing else, is true religion.  

o Pg. 23 – We turn each truth that we learn about God into matter for meditation before God, 
leading to prayer and praise to God.  

 Some opening discussion questions: 
o In what ways is studying about God a privilege?  
o How is it possible for us to know specific details about God?  
o Are we like the Psalmist who said, “How precious to me are your thoughts O God! How vast is 

the sum of them!” (Ps. 139:17) – Are God’s thoughts precious to us?  
o How often do you truly think about God?  
o What are you currently doing with all the knowledge that you possess of God?  
o How can seeing God rightly help us to see ourselves rightly?  



o In what ways did your earthly father accurately display and help you understand God? 
o In what ways did your earthly father cause you to stumble in relation to God? 
o If you are a father, are you imaging God well to your children? Can they easily recognize Him 

because of what they see in you?  
o Why is “who is God” one of the most important questions in the world?  
o What stood out to you about God as you studied Lesson Four?  

 
From pg. 49 of the study book: 

 The proverbs address three questions about God and man: 
o Who is God? 
o How does God deal with man? 
o How should man respond to God? 

 Solomon demonstrates in pithy insights how one’s commitment to wisdom reflects that person’s 
commitment to God. 

 

I. WHO IS GOD? 
a. God is man’s maker (22:2) 

i. What does this imply about our responsibility to God?  
ii. God has creator rights over us. 

1. He created all things, sustains all things, yet needs nothing.  
iii. Because God has created all things and all persons, each has value. We should care 

about all that God has made.  
b. God is “the Righteous One” (Prov. 21:12) and “the Holy One” (9:10).  

i. What difference should God’s righteous and holy character make to us?  
ii. His uniqueness/transcendence brings humility in our lives.  

c. God is omniscient (5:21; 15:11) 
i. He knows and comprehends everything – past, present, and future 
ii. Nothing is hidden from God. 
iii. If God knows the secrets of the deepest and darkest places, He easily knows our hearts.  

d. God is omnipresent (15:3) 
i. He is everywhere present.  
ii. What are the implications of 15:3 for your life? 

e. God is omnipotent (21:30) 
i. He is all-powerful.  
ii. What difference should 21:30 make to you?  

f. God is sovereign (16:4, 9, 33; 19:21; 21:1)  
i. He is the absolute and sole ruler of the universe.  
ii. How do you think God’s sovereignty should affect the way you live?  

 

II. HOW DOES GOD DEAL WITH MAN? 
a. God has provided His Word to ensure that man has all the knowledge he needs to enjoy proper 

fellowship with God (30:5-6). 
b. God does not merely look upon the things men do outwardly.  

i. He knows our motives (16:2) 
ii. He tests/refines/purifies our hearts (17:3) 
iii. He uses our spirits as lamps to search our innermost parts (20:27)  

c. God watches over the way of His saints (2:7-8) 
i. He stores up sound wisdom for the upright. 
ii. He is a shield to those who walk in integrity. 

d. God guards the paths of justice (2:7-8) 
e. God provides for the righteous (10:3, 22)  
 

III. HOW SHOULD MAN RESPOND TO GOD? 
a. Proverbs exhorts us to fear the Lord and to trust the Lord. 

i. Why should we fear Him? 
1. The fear of the Lord prolongs life (10:27) 



2. In the fear of the Lord one has a strong confidence, and his children will have a 
refuge (14:26) 

3. The fear of the Lord leads to life, and whoever has it rests satisfied (19:23). 
ii. Why should we trust Him? 

1. He will make straight your paths (3:5-6) 
2. He will enrich you (28:25) 
3. He keeps us safe (29:25) 

iii. What does it mean to both fear and trust the Lord at the same time?  
b. We should pray to Him.  

i. Whose prayers does God hear (15:8, 29)? 
ii. How does the prayer in 30:7-9 reflect wisdom? 

c. Proverbs indicates that another important responsibility believers have is to deal properly with 
those people who have been offensive or unfair to them. 

i. How should we respond to those who have done us wrong (20:22)? 
ii. How should we respond to our “enemies?” (24:17-18; 25:21-22) 
iii. What may result for the believer who pleases God? (16:7) 
iv. How does God treat His enemies? (Romans 5:8) 
v. How does the Gospel community act in the community (Rom. 12:14-21) 

 

What did we learn? How is our learning impacting our living? 

 What truth from this study can be used as fuel for the worship of God?  

 What is something you learned or were reminded of about God through this study?  

 What is something that is still unclear to you about God that’s described in Proverbs? 

 What are you most grateful for with regard to how God deals with man?  

 How should we respond to God? 

 How are you responding to God?  

 Are you trying to hide anything from God by hiding it from yourselves?  
 
You could close with prayer asking each person to praise God for a specific attribute.  
 
Ask God to enable us to fear and trust Him, to treat Him the way He deserves to be treated because of His 
holiness, sovereignty, and omniscience.  
 


